Former Capltnl of Jackson CQunty--
g Postotﬂce Dlscontinued--Reminls-
centlal..

In ante bellum days, and in cht up
to 1868 Bcllefonte was the capital,
the prlda and glory, of Jackson coun-
ty. Especially in the good old haley-
on days, before the war, was Belle-
fonte in 1ts glory, It was the county
seat and- chief town of Jackson, and
around it was clustered some glorious
-recollections fo the old settlers. It was
a beautiful inland town, one mile
south of the railroad, and surrounded
by a rich ‘agricultural country. Some
handsome brick business houses and
beautiful residences were scen, and
beautiful shade trees encircled the

square. It was an old fashioned, ideal |

Southem town.

Bellefonte had two newspapers, and
they were “a power in the county in
those “olden days and golden.”” They
conta.med very little news and were
devoted ma.inly to politics and in pub-
hshmg political speeches.

Bellefonte had an able bar. The
lamented Pope Walker commenced his
brilliant and suecessful career as a
_Lg,_v_r‘ver at thisplace, and his eloquence
was ﬁrs'f‘heard“m fhe court-houge at
that place. Hon. R. C. Brickell, the
present dxstmgumhed Chief J ustice of
.the Alabama supreme ‘court, attcnded
courts . regularly ‘at Bellefonte, and
was a familiar figure at every term of
the court. Other men of prominence
at the ban attended court at Bellofonte
~—gentlemen who have since distin-

guished “themselves at the bar and in ||

the field of polities.

Hon. John H. Norwood, who died
three years ago, and who was twice
probate judge of Jackson county, prac-
ticed law at Bellefonte before the war
and made it his home at the time of
his death. Our fellow-tow nsman, W.
H. Norwood, also commenced the
practlce ‘of la.w gt the old county seat.
- The late Ca.pt Wm. H. Robinson,
a lawyer “of well known ability, start-
ed out in the law at old Bellefonte,
and his father, Maj. Nelson Robin-
son, also lived there.

‘gho.nts

The old Bellefonte Inn, a celebrated
hostelry in its day, was kept by the
late Daniel Martin, the father of Mrs.
W. G. Stuaxtof Scottsboro. It is said
that all the “‘big folks’’ stoppgd with

| Unclg Daniel. and the old Inn was one

of the best kept hotels of those good
old days.

Bellefonte had a good array of busi-
ness men, but ‘most of them have
passed over the ‘‘silent river.”” Messrs
Hamlin Caldwell and W. G. Stuart, of
Scottsboro, sold goods there bcfore
the war, and were suceessful mer-

Thq lgte (‘ol }Lu ‘Bradford, of our
town, the ‘‘eagle orator,”” and a gal-
lant soldier in the Mexican war, com-
menced the practice of law at the old
capital of Jackson county. His widow
still survives him- and lives with her
daughter, Mrs. Eva Timberlake, at
Stevenson.

Judge M. P. Brown is another one

of our fellow-citizens who at one time f|:+

lived at Bellefonte, and was a probate
judge of Jackson county.

Judge Nelson Kyle, a former pro-
bate judge of the county, always
claimed ¢ld Bellefonte as his home
and was buried near there on a beau-
tiful spot in the family burying ground.
He left several farms in that locality,

which have been divided among his | §

chlldren

W;_lham Sterna, our popular Tax | g
Collector, was horn and reared near| %

the old county seat, and his father
was a respected physmlan of that com-
munity,

Dr. D. B. McCord, one of the most

I popula.r physicians that ever lived in

our county and who- was County Treas-

urer: for 50 many- years, used to live j

Hg dxed a few years ﬁz

" The late Dr. A. G. Clopton. who
died in Flonda, so.me time ago, at one
time - was g popular physician at this
ola town. = -

% “The only colored person in Scotts-
boro who lived gt old Bellefonte: be-
fore the war--is"-Sol ~Robinson. He
was the bodyservant of his old mas-
ter, MaJor Nelson Robmson, and. Sol
now'. delights” to talk ‘about those
"‘good old days.””

" Poor old Bello.fonie' She is now a
,th,mg of the past, and these lines were
suggested because the postoffice has
heen dxscontxqued ‘and the people
:hava to go to Hollywood for their mail.
Her glory has’ long since departed and
bats ‘and owls wxll now inhabit her
-onge prosperous site. But with all
this,: Old Bal],efonte has some plea.smg
m,\d happy recollectlons to some of
fmr oldest clhzens, .who will ever have
atender spot in’ their hearts for the
onge proud capital of High Jackson. e

'{_‘ri-Stat_eNé;i‘gnal University.

. This school now: numbers ahout 175
pupﬂs and -is-

g't_u_mng in populumty

2500 petent to ﬁll all the

gﬁe;r pa.trons They
11 -gp'a great school at,
OW: '__~the t1me to lend

-The.next issue of the Scottsboro
Cltlzen will be No. 1, Vol. 18.~ The
Litizen is the oldest paper in Jackson
jcountyand well deserves the title- of
é;Qld hable «~Political _tides " inay

opﬁnanclal -crashes’ ma

you can alwa

ritix t
‘whe,re to° ﬁpd the szen-—fmt “ta
the Democratic - banner. 2% Brother
Armstrong Juckily may hold a good
position at Washington, but his better
half, Mrs."A., fully keeps up the Citi-
zens good ~ record in his absence.
May it-live to grind out successfully
saventeéen: “more sparkling “volumes.—=
;_ﬁmﬂhromcle :
(«~ This.compliment-is highly apprecm-
ted oommg as it does from Editor
aught the leader of the gallant de-
‘mocracy of the upper end of Jackson
county,
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Old  Bellefonte as the

BY H. M. HENDERSON, SR.

e Capital
JaCkSQn"S e

- Several years ago I visited this an-!
tibellum old town where at one time[
some of the finest citizens of the
county resided—and this is what I
sawi—

Standing well up on an eminence’
overlooking  the Tennessee river
whose waters have become historie,
a lone brick building weather ‘stained
and dark with the ages of years
agone whose crumbling walls and
ivy clad chimneys inhabited by the!
bats and owls, was the remaining
relic of old Bellefonte once proud
capital of ‘“High Jackson.”

Alone, like some ghostly sentinel
standing watch over what once was,
but never to be again, ‘“gone from
the earth forever.” In fancy I lift
the coffin lid of the once beautiful
eity and bendng mournfully above
the silent form scatter sweet flowers
o’er what has passed to nothingness
The town has gone and with it many
a glorious throng of happy dreams,
its mark is on each brow its shadow in
each heart. It is said that a tribe of
Indians worn with battle and tired of
strife sought a place of refuge and-
a home in the genial wilds of the’
sunny south. On arriving where the
deer roamed free and and the spirit of
peace brooded o’er its waters, their
chief halted drove his staff into the
ground and exclaimed in his wild
beautiful tongue ‘“Alabama, Alaba-
ma, here we rest; here we rest, some
of the old timers tell me that it was
here in the sun-kissed hills of Iigh
Jackson and upon the banks of the
beautiful Tennessee was the spot
that called forth the peaceful and
restful utterance of the big brave.
Old Bellefonte as a capital is no more
and her halls of Justice have long
since crumbled into decay, and the
silver tongues of her orators, that;
poured forth like liquid moonlight, |
are forever silenced. The once'
beautiful town lives in memory only. |

Here at Old Bellefonte, I have been
told, long before the war of the six-
ties, was -a shipping point. Tennes-!
seans . nd Kentuckians with large
droves of fine mules and horses
would b:rd the boat and make a trip
down the Tennessee river to Paducah
into the Qhio. Memphis and New Or-
lezns via che Mississipni, with
siock. That of course was before the
days of railroads, and old Bellefonte
was the nearest place where the de-
sired transportation could be obtain-
ed. Here, too, the~ North Alabama
Register was published with Joshua
Madden as its editor. The school|
was conducted by Miss Henley and
the building stood near the Cumber-
land Pesbyterian Chuch. Dr. Morris
and Dr. Lewis were the practising
physicians, Mr. David Martin was
the proprietor of the Martin Hotel;
also owner of the old time stage,
coach that ran between Bellefonte]
and Guntersville, which was a contin-:
uation of Nashville-Bellefonte line.

The old stage road run along the
Backbone Ridge to its end. At Belle-
font the drivers and their horses were
changed and the passengers and mail
eontinued on to their destination. M.
S. Swan and Robert Russell were|
among the prominent merchants,
in those days. John Shelton was the:
first® railroad agent the new railway|

station. - Among the many prominent

and splendid citizens living in and:

around the town were the :
names of the Norwoods one of whom|!

was Probate Judge here later; C{xld-'
Martins,

wells, Coffeys, Snodgrass,
Shooks, Col. Ad White, Judge Ryan,
Gullatts, Starkeys, Tates, and many
others. When the old Memphis and

Charleston, now the Memphis division

of the Great Southern Railway Sys-
tem, was being surveyed out for ‘the
proposed line, the .citizens of old
Bellefonte would not hear of the
railroad running through their aristo-
cratic old town and the consesquence
was the railroad company built a de-

| pot three miles fom the capitol of whom the town derived its name, in
' Jackson and it was called New Belle-'addition to that, he gave every other

fonte and subsequently changed to

- and asphallt streets and magnficent

The county without exception has
one of the finest systems of good
roads in the state—many miles of
asphalt paving. The town and coun-
ty have splendid telephone service|

ae cilys a beautifui white-way, !

ey
aid

silve'r cornet band and is to have
a thirty thousand dollar opera house
in the near future.

" The beautiful plot on which the
_court house stands was presented {o
‘the county by Col. Robert Scott for

lot on the now pretty square away;

cor 1869 the question as to a change|caused by the explosion of chemicals

Hollywood, which is now a live and the lot where the first High School
progressive little city. About 1868(stood until being destroyed by fire

in the county site arose, and after exploding in the laboratory was
long and heated arguments, debates donated by Col. Scott—This building
and fiery speeches, pro and con, it stood across the railroad near where
was finally moved to Scottsbro. the old town once stood up near the
Larkinsville was a very strong rival foot of the mountains in a beautiful
to Scottsboro for the new court grove after the destruction of the
house. Col. G. W. R. Larkin and W. High School across the railroad, Mr.
S. Maron, two of the wealthy men R. S. Skelton one of the most pro-
of the county at that time made gressive and finest citizens in the
flattering offers of money and lands county gave the beautiful campus on
at Larkinsville for the court house. which the present High School now
Scottsboro, the present county site Stands together with fifteen hundred
is situated on the highest point along dollars in cash to.help erect it which
the Memphis division of the Southern Will be a monument to his memory
Railway four miles back from the for aeons.
Tennessee river, nestling at the foot Standing upon the threshold of the
of the Cumberland mountains, The twentieth century, the citizens fully
town has a population of nearly two realize the opprtunities that are now
thousand, with fifty miles or more of being offered and at no distant day
the Tennessee river flowing through the capital of “High Jackson” - will
it. The county is rich in farm lands have all the opportunities that go to
nd agriculture, together with its make a wide awake progressive city.
great lumber interests are the chie :
industries.

The town is well laid out, possesses |
a sixty-five thousand dollar court
house, five churches commodiously
built, there are two hotels, three
strong banks, _ two magnificent
schools, wholesale house, overall fact-|
ory, knitting mills, two ice plants and|
the most up-to-date newspaper of any
town of its size in the state and would
be a credit to a much larger city.
While a majority of the people can
boast of no great wealth, the larger
number of them own theirhomes, they
are cultured and refined people and
strangers receive kind and courteous
ireatment. ‘
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